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Wixams Academy Students Take Part
in Trailblazing Careers Programme

or the second year running, Wixams
Academy has taken part in the
expanded Taste of the Workplace work
experience programme in partnership
with Bedford Giving. Piloted at the school
last year, the initiative was praised for
its innovative approach to connecting
Y9 students with local employers and
helping them explore future careers.

The programme has grown significantly
through the continued support of
Bedfordshire Police, the BLMK Health
and Care Academy, Bedfordshire
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, and
the East of England Ambulance Service,
alongside new partners Bedfordshire
Fire and Rescue Service and Magpas Air
Ambulance.

The programme began with a realistic
emergency response scenario, where
students watched the blue light services
work together following a simulated road
traffic collision involving a car and an
e-scooter. The demonstration highlighted
the teamwork and decision-making
involved in real incidents. Students

then explored emergency vehicles and
specialist equipment, met industry

professionals, tried on uniforms and
discovered the many career pathways
available across the emergency services
and healthcare. They also developed
practical lifesaving skills with the BLMK
Health and Care Academy, including
emergency assessment, recovery
position training and wound care.

Y9 student Alfie said the visit confirmed
policing was the career he wanted to
pursue while Elizabeth added that the live
scenario was “thought-provoking” and
gave her “lots of ideas” about her future.

Assistant Headteacher Paddy Downes
praised the professionalism of the
organisations, saying the experience
broadened students’ understanding
of future pathways and inspired

many to consider careers in the
uniformed services.

The programme concludes later this
term with students presenting what they
have learned to partners, staff

and peers, celebrating the skills,
knowledge and aspirations developed
throughout the project.

A Message
from the
Trust

Suzie Hobart

s another busy and successful

academic year draws to a close,
this edition of our newsletter celebrates
the many opportunities, achievements
and partnerships that continue to enrich
the lives of pupils across the Knowledge
Schools Trust.

From innovative careers experiences at
Wixams Academy to outstanding musical
performances at Bedford Road Primary
Academy, our schools continue to provide
experiences that inspire ambition, build
confidence and broaden horizons beyond
the classroom. We are also delighted to
share the continued growth of the KST
English Hub, which will expand its support
to even more schools next year, helping
colleagues and pupils develop strong
foundations in reading and literacy.

This edition also highlights the strength
of our school communities. Whether
through the Friends of Kensington
Primary Academy bringing families
together to celebrate the diversity of
their community, or West London Free
School Sixth Form students presenting
original research at the inaugural STEM
Symposium, these stories demonstrate
the enthusiasm, creativity and
commitment that define our Trust.

None of these achievements would

be possible without the dedication of
our staff, governors, trustees, pupils,
families and our many external partners,
whose support helps create exceptional
opportunities for young people. Thank
you for your continued commitment to
our schools. | hope you enjoy reading
about the inspiring work taking place
across the Trust this term.
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Bedford Road Primary
Academy Choir Earns
Praise at Prestigious

Festival Debut

upils from Bedford Road Primary

Academy have received high
praise following the choir’s first-ever
appearance at the Bedfordshire Music,
Speech and Drama Festival, one of
the county’s longest-running and most
respected performing arts events.

The festival brings together schools
from across Bedfordshire to compete
in a variety of musical and dramatic
categories and has traditionally attracted
strong participation from independent
schools. For Bedford Road Primary
Academy, the event provided a valuable
opportunity for pupils to perform on a
larger stage and experience the high
standards of choral singing showcased
throughout the festival.

The choir rose to the occasion with
an impressive performance, earning
a commendation from the festival

adjudicator. In his feedback, he praised
the choir's beautiful sound, the ambitious
nature of the repertoire, and the overall
quality of the performance. He also
highlighted the pupils’ engaging stage
presence, noting the enthusiasm and
confidence they displayed throughout.

Staff at the school said they were
immensely proud of the way the children
represented Bedford Road Primary
Academy at such a competitive and well-
regarded event.

The success did not end there. Following
the performance, the choir received an
invitation to perform at the Bedford River
Festival in July after event organisers,
who were in the audience, were
impressed by the pupils’ singing.

The festival debut marks a significant
achievement for the choir and recognises
the hard work and dedication of the
pupils involved. Having enjoyed a
memorable first experience, the choir is
already looking forward to returning to
the festival next year.

KST English Hub
expands support
offered to local
schools

We are excited to share that The
Knowledge Schools Trust English Hub,
based at West London Free School
Primary, is expanding its offer to schools
in our region next academic year.
Following significant investment from the
DfE, we will be offering four programmes
of support:

Reception Support Programme

As part of the government'’s ‘Best Start
in Life’ initiative, KST English Hub will
be providing support to schools across
our region in high quality teaching

and learning in the Reception year. In
recognition of the importance of the
first year of school in establishing the
foundations for future learning, this

programme will focus on supporting
schools to deliver effective early
language and literacy provision. We will
provide audits of provision, in-school
support and training to develop talk,
communication and early writing skills.

Early Reading Support Programme

Our long-running and highly successful
early reading programme will continue
next year, providing support to schools in
their delivery of early reading teaching.
We will continue to provide support and
training to schools in phonics, language
comprehension and reading for pleasure.
The programme is well-established, with
schools who worked with us last year
seeing an average improvement in their
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check scores
of 6 percentage points.

KS2 Reading Support Programme
We are excited to be extending our
support to Key Stage 2 pupils for the
first time next year. This support will

focus on high quality, age-appropriate
phonics support for pupils who need

it and developing reading fluency to
support pupils’ reading comprehension.
We will continue to lead our popular CPD
on reading fluency, which this year has
reached colleagues in 25 schools in our
catchment area.

Secondary Reading Support Programme
Following a successful pilot this year, we
are pleased to be offering further support
to secondary schools next year. This
support will focus on identifying pupils
with reading needs and supporting them
through both targeted intervention and in
lessons. The pilot has received excellent
feedback this year, with one school
commenting, “We found the English Hub
support really valuable as a school, and
your expertise and insight so useful”

We are delighted to be furthering our
reach next year, supporting more
schools, colleagues and pupils than ever
before.

Knowledge Schools Trust, Palingswick House 241 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP



Could you join the KSFT Board?

SFT is looking to welcome new
trustees to its Board.

Our trustees help guide the Foundation’s
work, support fundraising plans, oversee
how funds are used, and ensure KSFT
continues to make a meaningful
difference to pupils across the Trust.
This is a rewarding opportunity to use
your skills, experience and networks to
support education and contribute to the
long-term success of our schools.

We would be particularly interested

to hear from people with experience

in fundraising, philanthropy,
communications, events, finance,
governance, business development,
community engagement, or education.
However, you do not need to have been
a trustee before. What matters most is
a commitment to the schools, sound

Sustainability and Climate
Action at West London and
Earl’s Court Free School
Primaries

his year, Sustainability and Climate

Action have been a key priority at
West London & Earl’s Court Free School
Primaries. We are proud to share that
we achieved Green Flag Accreditation
on 16 May 2026, recognising the hard
work and commitment of our whole
school community.

Our Eco Committee, working alongside
our Sustainability Lead, Mr Whitehouse,
has led a wide range of initiatives to
help reduce our carbon footprint and
promote environmental awareness
across the school.

Some highlights of our work include
creating new green spaces with PTA
support, including flower beds, a
polytunnel and planting projects, as

well as supporting local wildlife through
birdhouses and caring for ducklings.
Pupils have also engaged in food waste
recycling and visits to local green spaces
such as Wormwood Scrubs.

judgement, a collaborative approach,
and the enthusiasm to help KSFT grow
its impact.

The role would suit someone who is
thoughtful, practical and well-connected,
with the confidence to contribute ideas
and the willingness to help open doors.
We are especially keen to hear

from parents, carers, alumni, former
parents and friends of the schools

who care about broadening
opportunities for pupils.

If you would like to find out more about
becoming a KSFT trustee, please get in
touch with the Foundation. We would
be delighted to have an initial, informal
conversation.

foundationtrust@ks-ft.org

We have focused on reducing our
environmental impact through initiatives
such as second-hand uniform sales, a
more sustainable school menu including
Meat-Free Mondays, and participation

in the Chelsea Sustainability Challenge.
Active travel has been encouraged
through projects like Big Walk and
Wheel, Bikeability, and cycling initiatives
supported by Dr Bike and cargo bikes.

Sustainability has also been embedded
across the curriculum, with learning in
science, eco assemblies, and pupil-led
projects such as Year 6 upcycling in art.
Our Eco noticeboard and School Council
ensure pupils have a strong voice in
driving change.

Looking ahead, we aim to build on this
success through pupil-led fundraising for
eco projects, introducing litter-picking
initiatives, and continuing to develop our
school garden, with plans to grow and
sell produce at PTA events.

This achievement reflects the
enthusiasm, teamwork and commitment
of our pupils, staff and families as we
work together towards a greener future.

How you can help

Your support makes an
immediate difference. If you
already donate, thank you. Your
generosity enriches pupils’ daily
school experience. If you don’t yet
donate, please consider setting
up a monthly gift. Participation
matters most. Scan the QR code
below to visit our website.
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knowledgeschoolstrust.org/

Knowledge-Schools-
Foundation-Trust/

he Knowledge Schools Foundation

Trust supports projects and
opportunities that enrich school life
across the Knowledge Schools Trust.

Funds donated by each school
community are allocated to that school,
ensuring that donations directly benefit
the pupils and priorities closest to

that community. Each school and
Headteacher has identified priority items,
projects and provision they would like to
fund, and they will be sharing more about
these with you in due course.

Our schools need your support. Regular
donations, alongside one-off gifts,

make a real and lasting difference by
helping to fund things that sit beyond
normal school budgets, like enrichment
activities, educational resources, music
and arts opportunities, sports equipment,
hardship support, library resources,
outdoor learning, and improvements to
school spaces.

Every donation, large or small, helps
strengthen our school communities and
broaden opportunities for pupils.


https://knowledgeschoolstrust.org/Knowledge-Schools-
Foundation-Trust/
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Foundation-Trust/
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Kensington
Primary Academy's
Literature Festival

ensington Primary Academy’s

one-week Literature Festival for
the National Year of Reading was a
wonderful celebration of literature. We
were delighted to welcome a number of
talented authors/poets, beginning with
Jane Porter, who launched the festival
with a whole-school assembly before
sharing stories with our EYFS children
and leading engaging workshops for
Years 1,2 and 4.

A.M. Dassu introduced pupils to her
books, inspiring thoughtful discussions
about reading and writing, while poet
Joshua Seigal entertained children with
his poetry before leading a creative
workshop where Year 3 pupils wrote and
performed their own poems.

Families were also invited to read stories
in different languages, celebrating the
richness of our multilingual community
and the importance of sharing stories
across cultures. Pupils took partin a
lively cross-year-group quiz evening

and enjoyed a book swap where they
exchanged pre-loved books from

home, giving well-read favourites a

new audience.

The festival also included a wonderful
whole-school poetry performance, where
every year group confidently performed
a poem, showcasing their creativity,
expression and appreciation of the
spoken word.

Every year group enjoyed a literary
school trip during May and June as
part of the London Schools Literature
Festival. These visits gave children the
opportunity to meet and hear from a
fantastic range of acclaimed authors
and illustrators, including Sophy Henn,
Patrice Lawrence, Michael Rosen, Rachel
Morrisroe, Steven Lenton, Mariajo
Ilustrajo, Onjali Q. Rauf, Sufiya Ahmed,
Mariesa Dulak, Jenny Pearson and
Joseph Coelho.

These experiences inspired our pupils as
readers and writers, while reinforcing our
commitment to fostering a lifelong love
of literature.

Inaugural STEM Symposium
celebrates Year 12 research and
innovation at West London Free
School Sixth Form

ear 12 students

showcased their
scientific curiosity and
research skills at the school’s
inaugural STEM Symposium,
presenting independent
research projects to a panel
of industry professionals.

As part of the event,
students selected a STEM
topic of personal interest,
conducted independent
research and produced
academic posters to communicate

their findings. The symposium gave
students the opportunity to present their
work in a professional environment,
answering questions from experts and
developing valuable presentation and
communication skills.

Ten guest judges from a range of STEM
professions attended the event, engaging
with students, discussing their research
and evaluating each presentation. Their
involvement gave students an authentic
insight into academic and professional
scientific discussion.

The overall winner was Paul Roessler,
whose poster on constructing electron
orbital geometries using the Schrédinger
equation impressed the judges with its
depth of understanding, originality and
clarity of presentation.

Students spoke positively about the
experience and the opportunity to
explore topics beyond the curriculum.

Year 12 student Ely Hyman said: “I
thought the STEM Symposium was a
brilliant way to get the STEM cohort
together and | had a really great time
seeing all my peers’ research on such
a range of topics. | enjoyed researching
outside the curriculum and having the
opportunity to share my work in a fun
but professional way that we otherwise

wouldn’t have had access to until
university.”

Coco-Mae Lentaigne added: “The
symposium was a valuable opportunity
to learn more about a topic | found
interesting in modern science while
developing my research skills. It was also
a great chance to practise presenting and
responding to questions from experts in
their field, which is an important skill for
university interviews and beyond.”

Reflecting on the collaborative nature of
the project, Maela Gravsholt said: “My
partner and | really enjoyed taking part

in the STEM Symposium. Throughout

the process we developed valuable skills
including referencing, teamwork and
presentation skills, and it was fascinating
to learn about the wide variety of topics
my peers had chosen to research.”

The event marked an exciting addition
to the school’s enrichment programme,
celebrating academic excellence while
encouraging students to think critically,
communicate confidently and explore
STEM subjects beyond the classroom.

The school extends its thanks to the
guest judges, whose time, expertise
and thoughtful feedback helped make
the inaugural STEM Symposium such a
valuable and inspiring experience for
all involved.



Highlights
from Our
Schools

Bedford Road
Primary Academy

ear 4 had a great trip

to the Tower of London
which links in well with their
current History topic about
Guy Fawkes and his role in
the Gunpowder Plot.

Dovery
Academy

ear 1 and Year 3 visited

Waddesdon Manor, where
they explored the beautiful
gardens and parkland as part
of their science curriculum.

Earl’'s Court Free
School Primary

ear 2 visited

the Chiswick House &
Gardens kitchen garden,
where they explored a variety
of fruits, vegetables, and
herbs being grown.

Edlesborough
Primary Academy

ear 5 have enjoyed

analysing Macbeth in
English and even got to act
out a few of the scenes — they
were very dramatic!

Kensington Primary

Academy

ear 3 enjoyed a

wonderful visit to the
River Thames foreshore
and Linden House for a
workshop with the Thames
Explorer Trust.

West London Free
School Primary

ear 6 had a fantastic
time celebrating French
Day, with children dressing
up, taking part in a quiz,
and enjoying a wonderful
interactive assembly!

Wixams Tree
Primary Academy

huge well done to

Year 6 this week, who
took on new challenges on
their residential!

West London
Free School

ixty-two choristers from

Years 10/12 spent five
days in Normandy and Paris
performing a Passiontide
programme (in Vernon, Les
Andelys, and La Madeleine) to
appreciative audiences!

Wixams
Academy

ulture Day was inspiring

with our students
confidently running
successful stalls and
representing their cultures
with pride!

Wixams Academy
Sixth Form

fantastic evening
celebrating our Year
13 Leavers’ Prom, filled with
food, music, dancing, laughter
and unforgettable memories
with friends.

West London Free
School Sixth Form

tudents were lucky to

enjoy a hands-on session
at the National Archives,
conducting further research
into the Cold War.



